
Road Re-Paving Rate 

Taking the town’s total miles of paved roads (160) 
and the town’s current road construction budget of 
$320,000, it would take the town about 80 years to 
re-blacktop all roadways in town. 

If approved, the additional PRAT revenue would 
make it possible to reduce that cycle to 28 years. 
Additionally, the town would have the option to 
accelerate the road schedule even further by 
borrowing for larger road construction packages 
and using PRAT revenue for repayment. 

Other Communities Using PRAT 

    Wisconsin Dells 
    Lake Delton 
    Bayfield 
    Eagle River 
    Stockholm 
    Rhinelander 
    Tomahawk (pending) 

What Will the Referendum Look Like? 

“Should the Town of Minocqua levy a 0.5% (one 

half cent on the dollar) sales tax on sales, licenses, 

leases, and rentals of tangible personal property, 

certain coins and stamps, certain leased property 

affixed to realty, certain digital goods, and certain 

services sold, leased, or rented through tourist-

related retailers to pay for transportation-related 

infrastructure expenses? YES or NO” 

If passed by voters, the referendum then goes to 

the state legislature for approval. 

Links to PRAT Resources 

Visit revenue.wi.gov, enter keyword “premier 
resort” for SIC Codes and other info. (SIC Codes 
outline who must collect the PRAT.) 

Additional information can be found on the Town of 
Minocqua webpage at townofminocqua.org. 

Why a PRAT? 

Minocqua’s year-round population is under 5,000. But 
much of the year the tourist and transient population in 
our town is many times greater. 

This makes it necessary for the town to provide 
services (such as police, fire and library) on a much 
larger scale than what would be required by the local 
population. 

Minocqua has 160 miles of paved town roads. Over the 
past decades, state road aids have not kept pace with 
the cost of construction. At the same time, the 
Minocqua Town Board has sought to minimize any 
increases to the town’s tax levy. 

So, in order to properly reconstruct and maintain town 
roadways, it must be decided how to raise revenue. 
PRAT is one way of doing that, instead of relying only 
on increases to general property taxes. 
 
Minocqua’s Public Works Department has identified 
approximately $6 million in infrastructure projects that 
could be justified for completion in the next 5 years. In  
addition to local residents, this infrastructure is used 
and relied upon by transient guests and visitors from 
both near and far. 
 
If approved, the Wisconsin Department of Revenue 
estimates that Minocqua’s annual PRAT revenue would 
total $600,000.00. In order for the town to raise an 
equivalent amount of revenue via property taxes, it 
would have to increase the tax levy by nearly 16%. 
 

What’s Subject to PRAT Tax? 
 
Retail sales including apparel, furnishings, specialty 
foods; drinking and dining; hotels, amusement, 
recreational activities. View SIC codes using link. 
 

What’s Not Subject to PRAT Tax? 
 
Groceries (same as exempt from state sales tax); large 
ticket items like cars and boats. See SIC Codes in link. 

What Is “PRAT”? 

“PRAT” stands for Premier Resort Area Tax. 
Pursuant to ss. 66.113 Wis. Stats., it’s a retail 
sales tax authorized by the Wisconsin State 
Legislature. It requires certain retailers related to 
the tourist industry to collect an additional sales 
tax. 
 
Adoption of PRAT allows the town to utilize a tool 
created by the legislature for communities like ours 
to share the expense of maintaining our local 
transportation infrastructure. 
 

How Does a PRAT Work? 
 
The PRAT rate would be one half cent on the 
dollar (0.5%) and would generate revenue from a 
broad cross section of people using town facilities, 
not just property owners. Similar to a user fee, 
PRAT helps spread infrastructure costs among all 
users. 
 
The tax is collected by the retailer at the same time 
state sales tax is collected and paid to the 
Department of Revenue, which then returns the 
PRAT proceeds to the town. 
 

What Can PRAT Funds Be Used For? 
 
If approved, PRAT funds would be restricted to 
infrastructure-related projects such as road 
construction and maintenance, culverts, curbs, 
sidewalks, street lighting, etc. Funds could not be 
transferred for use in other departments or 
earmarked for non-infrastructure purposes. 

 
On a $100.00 transaction, PRAT paid is fifty cents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The earliest PRAT would be implemented is 2020. 



Premier Resort 
Area Tax (PRAT) 
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Upcoming PRAT 

Information Meetings: 
 

Weds, Sept. 26th, at 6:00 PM 
 

Thurs, Sept. 27th, at 10:00 AM 

 

Location: Minocqua Center 
415 Menominee St 

3rd Floor (Board Room) 

 

 

Minocqua PRAT 

Information Contacts: 
 

  Roben Haggart, Town Clerk: 

     Phone 715.356.5296 
     Email: clerk@townofminocqua.org 

 

  Broadband & Business 

        Development Committee: 
   

    Pete Otis, Chairman 

     Phone: 715.482.9663 

     Email: peteandsueotis@gmail.com 
    

    Phil Albert, Secretary 

     Phone: 715.358.3048 
     Email: mortalbert@gmail.com 

 


